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Central to corporate worship and
reading throughout the church

Associated with ancient writers /
prophets / apostles

Tests for
inclusion

Inspired and in harmony with the
whole of scripture



Masoretic Text (Hebrew)
Composed 100-200 AD,
oldest copy 900-1000 AD

OT
Manuscripts

Septuagint (Greek)
Composed 300-200 BC,
oldest copy 300-500 AD



The New Testament has been preserved in more
manuscripts than any other ancient work of
literature, with over 5,800 complete or fragmented
Greek manuscripts catalogued, 10,000 Latin
manuscripts and 9,300 manuscripts in various
other ancient languages.

The earliest manuscript of a New Testament text is
a business-card-sized fragment from the Gospel of
John, which may be as early as the first half of the
2nd century. The first complete copies of single
New Testament books appear around 200, and the
earliest complete copy of the New Testament, the
Codex Sinaiticus, dates to the 4th century



The chapters in the bible where only added after 1000 years,
with verses added after that.

Stephen Langton and his students at University of Paris in the
early 1200's worked on creating the chapters, publishing
French bibles around 1231.

Verses didn't come until Robert Estienne with French bibles
in the 1550's. Until then, people (even Jesus) referred to
scripture like "as in the passage about the bush", and in
Hebrews 4:4, "For he has somewhere spoken of the 7th day
in this way, 'God rested on the 7th day ...



The authority of STORY.

What Does

Biblical
Authority
Mean?
(via N.T.
Wright)

Imagine seeing a play in five acts —
only the fifth act you have to write
and act yourself.



This ‘authority’ of the first four acts would not
consist in an implicit command that the actors
should repeat the earlier pans of the play over
What Does and over again. It would consist in the fact of an
Biblical as yet unfinished drama, which contained its

. own impetus, its own forward movement, which
Authorlty demanded to be concluded in the proper
Mean? manner but which required of the actors a

: responsible entering in to the story as it stood, in
(Vla N.T. order first to understand how the threads could
\/\/right) appropriately be drawn together, and then to
put that understanding into effect by speaking
and acting with both innovation and consistency.




Creation

The Fall

Israel and God'‘s saving acts

Jesus

Act V — the Church in the world



The Bible, then, is designhed to function
through human beings, through the
church, through people who, living still
by the Spirit, have their life molded by
Inspired, and this Spirit-inspired book. What for? As
Inspiration Jesus said in John 20, ‘As the Father
fOr us sent me, even so | send you’. He sends
the church into the world, in other
words, to be and do for the world
what he was and did for Israel.




God desires and longs to inspire by
reawakening each generation of
people to the freshness of God’s
covenant, and hence summoning them
Inspired, and to fresh covenant tasks. The phrase
Inspiration ‘authority of scripture’, therefore, is a
fOr us sort of shorthand for the fact that the
creator and covenant God uses this
book as the means of equipping and
calling the church for these tasks.




)
(orRN-EasO}) YeLIBY297
m, QAJOM], Y, Jayisg eddey
m [aryazy " YetayaN yerueydaz
m yerwasap 3 ez AnyYeqeH
e qures| CTEg) nm SPUMY) TR 1] = wnyey; |
e yewoyon-eizy| & W S Z W1 qeA
g2 £ 3 - 2 2 3 Dm _
38 & sduty | B PuEd) = 8 phueseR i O yeuop
- o - =1
m 3 & pruvg| > wog] 4 wu_m Ria: | I~ yeipeq()
L sadpnp| = - sadpnp| £ sowy
" A v | suonwmuawey| “w m.
0% unysop| i g ory & L §
=~ - sajsuisapoy | 3 a. -
o 2 B sduog jo duog v ==
= & & o~ [P1uB(]
) o ) yiny
0 = B k- 11yezg
..ﬁ ..m = qof° ..m 2 SUOTJBIUAWIE']
4 sqonoag| £ § : Yeiualap
0o (@) Awouosanag] -
2|  Awouosamag sw[es | 3 L
£ sdaquIny 5 —_=
5 s g snant " i fuog
g e 3 nAYy| % siluog Jo fuog
ol 3 Snpoxy S1SBISA[0
2 snpoxd Z SISO :
k. SISauar) g —_— —
A % SW[es
A qor

vS. Christian

Q
=
o0
=
L
S
O
3
L




THE OLD TESTAMENT

WARRATIVE | waimines | PROPHECY
PENTATELCH * Haoa
[T
[_PRWERBS | [ JEREWIAH ]
LEMTIENS ECCLEEIAETES EZERIEL
ZONG OF SORGS
DELTERONOMT LAMENTATIONS
JOEHUA
BT

1 HIL

EZRA-MEHEMLAH

THE BOOKS OF THE BIBLE

THE NEW TESTAMENT | !

e

e H a1
T

g
L
z
3
£
w

FHILIFF U

2
E
E
+

Lleg il

E
-

BENERAL

See web page
for large
Image



See web page
for large

Image

People

Events

Old Testament
Structure and Timeline

19

Psalms

[
2 5amuel

Babylonian Exile

Prophecy

C ion
Fal
Fload
Mations

Prom

Land

United Kingdom

em




See web page for large image




1878 1446 1406

Josnpdvs Tathwe Exodus fram W odas el hvers €. 1350 - 1051
2185 Jazeh |lsrasl) 1876-1445 Exgypt [Ex. 12404 winrds of Deuter Time of the (] T3z
Abraham PR B anelitas in Ten Command- cnoy. Moses dies Judges; . 299 Jonah Nazyia
[Abram) is Egype with Eqypt 430 years S R at (n. 34} years [seeBack 21120 1011 k)| preaches sl conguers
(BT his family 1o (B 12:40) Mz Sinad Jashian leads nexst of Judges] Samuel David Solomon BEagTian rarthemn
[Gen. 1135)  escape famine (B3 gerwmation of bsam becomes  |David's son] captal, Rirgdam of
[Ger. 45] Israselines it [0 Sam. 1] king becames king Minevah Bl
v I Pyt Canaan (Jash. 1) Timeol ludges (?5am.30 {1 K139 (Janah) (2K

430 years 299 years
MOSES JOSHUA JUDGES /' RUTH SAMUEL SAUL DAVID SC0L0¥ JONAH 15A1AH

ABRAHAM JOB JACOB

JUDGES:
Dbl |53
1080 1346-1406 1359 Ehud [BH  Eventsin the 1051 1004 31 735080
I O r ‘ l r g e Gaod 1888 lsraclites The lewish (S0 Book of Ruth Saul David The Jewith Isaish
ales £.2100-  Joseph iz wander in corcquest af Gideon jay  Lake place besoimes delears Kingeloim i slerd
caneiiant 1900 sl 1o Byt wiklemess Canaan So LT in L o] inma hElah [Boak
with  Job Bvas by his jealous Alywarsas [T yaard) tha timaof {1 Sam. 10] 1o win Huoith [lsrasd) af Beaiah)
Abrabam broahers cicker  compleie, the Mudges Jerusalam and %outh
Haen. 121-3) generatian wall, sor of [Rauth 1203 (3%am. 50 [Judahd
° cbes off (dasho1-11) (KL12}
(Mumibsers)
I I I l a ( BO5 A8F-473 Ll n ok Hely ADTo
Babylon [z P Eora leads Persian Alewareler ches 4BC Spirit Rarrars
corkuers Judsh Estherio  secorl groug Empire i Bkl oo, Geracian Jesun  domes clestioy the .95
(2K M- Lerwes Exilesd 539 515 Preter af dewes bk conguered  empire bs dividod e i bewdsh temgle  Jehn varites
Danis and 12 Balrl o Babnlonian Temple Jows Iing 1o lsrasl by Mlexander Prolemiy taking &3 M1, chaich as leass  the Boack af
cOmpanions |7 Chi, 35:17-21} Empire falls to rebsialdivyy  imoexibe in Ezra 1.1, the Greal Eqypit, Seleucus the Judea Lk.2] s 3] propheesiod  Bevelabhan.
aken 1o Babylon the Perssans firihed Persian calls on Jews il the East, ared Cassandles formally would happen  Mew Testament

1D, 1) (D, 5:25-31] [EFa&ls)  Empire in lzraed bo Gneaks Macedania subjgect i Lk 212424 completed

Nbgl_:\-*izn abarydon siny
wie
70 years
JEREMIAH DAMIEL | EZEKIEL ESTHER EZRA NEHEMIAH INTERTESTAMENT PERIOD JESUS  PETER PAUL
S0 years

< AD B0-33

EXT-ET0  503-5TH 536 444 o A450-430 185
Jerwmmiah Exekinl Termple iecordtniction Hehemiah  Malachi writien Judas Harod Jwiua cnicified Most of Hew
minisbers ta prapheskes 0 bseging in Jeriealam (Ezra 3:8) Fabumns o CHdl Testarment Maccabeus the Graat and resunrected e AD3Z - AD &2 Testarment
Bdah (2K 17, Sz in Babylon lorusalemn and  cleses 280 ared the people  appointed [ 27 0k 1% Luka tolk how the completed
Bookof  during ewle 538 guides lews o The Seleucids of lsael unite COMEITIOT Lk 23 9L disciples begin during this
Jeremish| Cyrus, the refbuild the oty af Syris gawern 1o e throrw of Judea Ascernclsto  taking the gospel time
Perslan king, issues a wall= that had Palesdine Seleiicid Heaven dldays  to ludea, Samaia
clacres allowing tha been dlestroyed T liwing The derminatian of later (Acts 10 and the ends al the
Jews ta retum o b 1l division of the thedr Lared 2ind Eanth [Ac1s 1-28)1
hameland |2 Che. Babylonians Gireciam amgine redeclcabe

W22 I:Ema 1] their bernple




The "E" source: Here, God's name is “Elohim” until
the revelation of God’s true name to Moses in

the Book of Exodus, after which God's name
becomes YHWH in both sources. (Exodus, 1%
Creation Story

OoT ~ 900 BC)

Documentary

Source The "J" source: Here, God's name appears in
Theory Hebrew as YHWH, which scholars transliterated in

modern times as “Yahweh” (the German spelling
uses a "J," pronounced as an English "Y"). Some
Bible translations use the term Jehovah for this
word, but normally it is translated as "The Lord.”
(Much of Genesis ~ 600 BC)




The "P" source: This is the priestly material. It

uses Elohim and El Shaddai as names of God and
demonstrates a special concern for ritual, liturgy, and
religious law. (Much of Leviticus and Numbers

~ 500 BC)

OT

Documentary

Source The "D" source: The source of the Book

of Deuteronomy and parts of the books

Theo ry of Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and Kings. It portrays a
strong concern for centralized worship in Jerusalem and
an absolute opposition to intermarriage

with Canaanites or otherwise mixing Israelite culture
with Canaanite traditions. (~ 620 BC, King Josiah)



Generally believed to have been written during the Babylonian
captivity in the middle of the sixth century B.C. This history opens
with the Hebrews getting a commission from God to leave their
Egyptian captivity (which probably resonated with the
contemporary readers who had the Babylonian captivity on their
minds) and utterly dominate the Holy Land.

Joshua,

The next section covers the age of the great prophets, who were
_J d believed to be in daily contact with God, and who routinely
u ges; humiliated the Canaanites’ deities with feats of strength and

Sa M U e |, miracles.
Kings...

Finally, the two books of Kings cover the “Golden Age” of Israel,
under the kings Saul, David, and Solomon, centered around the
tenth century B.C.



Generally agreed to have been written in two or
three parts.

“First Isaiah” texts may have been written close to
the time when the man himself really lived,
around the eighth century B.C., about the time
when the Greeks were first writing down Homer’s
stories. These writings run from chapters one to
39, and they’re all doom and judgment for sinful
Israel.



e “Second Isaiah” - When Israel actually did fall
with the Babylonian conquest and captivity, the
works attributed to Isaiah were expanded into
what’s now known as chapters 40-55 by the

- same people who wrote Deuteronomy and the

S@CO N d |Sa Id h historical texts. This part of the book is about

how all evil foreigners will someday be made to

pay for what they’ve done to Israel and how

Israel will be restored to peace and prosperity.

(“voice of one crying in the wilderness...”)




* “Third Isaiah” — Those who support this third
division think it was written after the
- - Babylonian captivity ended, because of its
Th | rd |Sa Id h praise for King Cyrus of Persia, who let the Jews

return to Jerusalem and rebuild the Temple.
(Chapters 56-66)




Jeremiah: Jeremiah lived a century or so after Isaiah,
immediately before the Babylonian captivity.

He may have been one of the Deuteronomist writers, or
he may have been one of the earliest “J” authors. His own
book may have been written by him, or by a man named
Baruch ben Neriah, whom he mentions as one of his
scribes. Either way, the book of Jeremiah has a very
similar style to Kings, and so it’s possible that either
Jeremiah or Baruch simply wrote / edited them all.



Ezekiel ben-Buzi was a priest living in Babylon itself
during the captivity.

There’s no way he wrote the whole book of Ezekiel
himself, given the stylistic differences from one
part to the next, but he may have written some.
His students/acolytes/junior assistants may have
written the rest. These also might have been the
writers who survived Ezekiel to draft the P texts
after the captivity.



The book of Job is actually two scripts. In the middle, it’s a
very ancient epic poem, like the E text, and those two texts
may be the oldest writings in the Bible (along with possibly
some of the Psalms).

Section one of Job contains a very modern narrative of
,I b setup and exposition, probably written around the 4t
O century BC. The happy ending of Job is also very much in

this tradition.

Between these two sections, the list of misfortunes that Job
endures, and his tumultuous confrontation with God, are
written in a style that would have been around eight or nine
centuries old when the beginning and ending were written.




Like Job, Psalms is created from both older and
newer sources. For example, some Psalms are
written as if there’s a reigning king on the throne
in Jerusalem, while others directly mention the
Babylonian captivity (during which time there was
of course no king on the throne of Jerusalem).

Psalms and

Prove rbS Proverbs was continuously updated until about the
mid-second century B.C.



Ptolemaic
Period

The Ptolemaic period began with the Greek conquest of
Persia in the late fourth century B.C. Before then, the Jewish
people had been doing very well under the Persians, and
they were not happy about the Greek takeover.

Their main objection seems to have been cultural: Within a
few decades of the conquest, Jewish men were flagrantly
adopting Greek culture by dressing in togas and drinking
wine in public places.

The writings from this time are of a high technical quality,
and tend to be melancholy. Books from this period include
Ruth, Esther, Lamentations, Ezra, Nehemiah, Lamentations,
and Ecclesiastes.




11142019

Torah

Book of Numbers
Book of Deuteronomy

Prophets
Former Prophets:
Book of Joshua
Book of Judges
Books of Samuel
Books of Kings

Dating the Bible - ipedia

Date or range of dates most widely held by scholars

The majority of modem biblical scholars believe that the Torah — the books of Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronom
period 29

The five books are drawn from four "sources” (distinct schools of writers rather than individual he Priestly source, the Yahwist a
collectively as the "non-Priestly” source), and the Deuteronomist 2] There is general agreement that the Prie wree is post-e
Priestly source(s).

= Genesis is a post-exilic work combining "Priestly” and "non-Priestly”

= Exodus is an anthology drawn from nearly all periods of Israel's history.*4

= Leviticus is entirely Priestly and dates from the Ipost-exilic penmI

w Numbers is a Priestly redaction (i.e., ediing) of a Yahwistic/inon-Priestly original 261

= Deu v, now the last book of the Torah, began as the set of religious laws (these make up the bulk of the book), was extenc
as the introduction to the Deuteronomisfic history, and later still was detached from that history, extended yet again, and edited to

Date or range of dates most widely held by scholars

This group of books, plus Deuteronomy, is called the "Deuteronomistic history” by scholars. The proposal that they made up a unified

1943, and has been widely accepted. Noth proposed that the entire history was the creation of a single individual working in the ex
en wide recognition that the history appeared in two "editions”, the first in the reign of Judah's King Jos

dating was based on the assumption that the history was completed very soon after

b
Noth'
scholars have termed his reasoning inadeguate, and the history may have been further extended in the post-e:

See web page

for PDF
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981 different manuscripts —
discovered in 1946/47 and in 1956 —
from 11 caves.

Include the second-oldest known
Dead Sea o .
surviving manuscripts of works

Scrolls included in the Hebrew Bible canon.

Date from 200 BC - 100 AD.



Before the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls, the
oldest Hebrew-language manuscripts of the Bible
were Masoretic texts dating to 900 AD.

BefQ re the The biblical manuscripts found among the Dead Sea
Scrolls push that date back a full thousand years, to

Scrolls Were 200 BC.
Found

The discovery demonstrated the unusual accuracy of
transmission over a thousand-year period, rendering
it reasonable to believe that current Old Testament
texts are reliable copies of the original works.



Of the 166 words in Isaiah 53, there are only
seventeen letters in question.

Ten of these letters are simply a matter of
spelling, which does not affect the sense.

For Example

Four more letters are minor stylistic changes,
such as conjunctions.

The remaining three letters comprise the word
"light," which is added in verse 11, and does not
affect the meaning.



NT Comparison with other ancient texts

Work Written Earliest copy Time lapse Copies found
Herodotus 488-428 sc AD 900 1,300 years 8

Thucydides c. 460-400 sc c. AD 900 1,300 years 8

Livy’s Roman History 59 sc-ap 17 AD 900 900 years 20

Caesar’s Gallic War  58-50 ec AD 900 950 years 9-10

Tacitus AD 100 AD 100 1,000 years 20

New Testament AD 40-100 AD 130 - partmanuscts 30310 yioqyrs ?I’J?SSJLE;;G ‘

AD 350 - full manuscripts

9,300 others



The Timeline Of The Apostolic Era

See web page
for large
Image




A biblical canon or canon of
scripture is a set of texts
which a particular religious
community regards as
authoritative scripture.

The English word "canon”
comes from the Greek
Kavwv, meaning "rule" or
"measuring stick".

Biblical Canon



There is no scholarly consensus as to when
the Hebrew Bible canon was fixed: some
scholars argue that it was fixed by the
Hasmonean dynasty (140—40 BC), while
others argue it was not fixed until the second
century AD or even later.

The Catholic Pontifical Biblical Commission
says that "the more restricted Hebrew canon
is later than the formation of the New
Testament".



Some have decided the Jewish canon was
determined by a council in Jamnia around
90 AD—but there is no definitive proof of
that, and there are documented debates
regarding the canon in the 100’s AD.



Irenaeus (died c. 202 AD) quotes and cites 21
books that would end up as part of the New
Testament, but does not use Philemon,
Hebrews, James, 2 Peter, 3 John and Jude.

By the early 3rd century Origen of Alexandria
may have been using the same 27 books as
in the modern New Testament, though there
were still disputes over the canonicity of
Hebrews, James, 2 Peter, 2 and 3 John, and
Revelation.



In his Easter letter of 367,
Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria,
gave a list of exactly the same
books that would formally
become the New Testament
canon, and he used the word
"canonized." The canon was

officially accepted by councils in
Carthage in 397 and 4109.




Why are there
both similarities
and differences in
the four Gospels?

Gospel
Narratives



The Gospels according to Matthew, Mark, and

”Syn O ptic” Luke are so similar to each other that, in a sense,
they view Jesus "with the same eye" (syn-optic),
G OS pe | S in contrast to the very different picture of Jesus

presented in the Fourth Gospel (John).




The similarities between Matthew, Mark, and

SOI’T] etl Mmes Luke are so numerous and so close, not just in the
: order of the material presented but also in the
th e matc h 1S exact wording of long stretches of text.

exact




But
sometimes

it’s not

e The situation is complicated because some of
the material is common to all three Synoptics,
while other material is found in only two out of
these three Gospels.

 Moreover, the common material is not always
presented in the same order in the various
Gospels.



|((

Four Source” Understanding

Gospe

Mark Q

Matthew Luke



Synoptic Gospels

Inter-relationship of the Synoptic Gospels

according to pericopae.

Luke
Matthew Luke
163 total 2 /
pericopae Lo [fota
pericopae

i

Mark
97 total
pericopae




Telling the story of Jesus

 Mark writes a fast-paced, condensed account, recording Jesus’ miraculous deeds
and not recording His long discourses. Mark’s favorite word is “immediately.”



Telling the story of Jesus

* Matthew, writing to a Jewish audience, emphasizes Jesus’ fulfillment of Old
Testament prophecy, proving that He is the long-awaited Messiah. Luke portrays
Jesus as the remedy of the (all the) world’s ills, emphasizing His perfect humanity
and humane concern for the weak, the suffering, and the outcast.



Telling the story of Jesus

e Luke portrays Jesus as the remedy of the world’s ills, emphasizing His perfect
humanity and humane concern for the weak, the suffering, and the outcast.



Telling the story of Jesus

* John emphasizes Jesus’ deity by selecting many conversations and sayings of
Jesus on the subject and also including “signs” that prove He is the Son of God.
John is a theologian!



Telling the
story of Jesus’
Birth

* Mark: focused so much on the urgency and movement of
Jesus’ ministry. There is no birth narrative at all—just John
the Baptist crying in the wilderness.

* Matthew: the kingship of Jesus. His genealogy through
Abraham and David and Solomon fulfills prophecy. Wise
men looking for a new king; Herod’s jealousy.

* Luke: the humility/humanity of Jesus and his salvation
for all the world. Elizabeth and Mary, Magnificat,
Shepherds and flocks

* John: the exaltation and divinity of Jesus. How Jesus is in
charge, driving the all action, completing the will of the
Father, and full of glory.



Telling the
story of Jesus’
Passion

* Mark: the suffering of Jesus, how he was tragically
rejected, unfairly condemned, viciously beaten,
horribly insulted, and cruely mistreated by multiple
groups

* Matthew: the kingship of Jesus, how the de-facto
ruling powers (esp. Pilate & Caiphas) conspired to get
rid of someone they saw as a political threat

e Luke: the innocence of Jesus, how Pilate said he did
not deserve death, and others (Herod Antipas,
centurion, repentant thief) also recognized his
Innocence

* John: the exaltation of Jesus, how he remains in
charge, driving the all action, completing the will of
the Father, and being glorified as he is lifted up



Luke vs. the

ot
Sy

ner

noptics

Luke is the longest book in the entire New
Testament.

Luke follows the basic outline of Mark: Jesus’
preparation for ministry, ministry in Galilee,
journey Jerusalem, passion and
resurrection—but the journey to Jerusalem,
which is one chapter in Mark and two in
Matthew, is 10 chapters in Luke.

Luke includes much new material that is
unique.



\/

nigue to

uke

Good Samaritan

Lost coin

Pharisee and the tax collector

Prodigal son

Shrewd manager

Zacchaeus

Widow’s son raised from the dead

Words on the cross to forgive his executioners
Promise to the dying thief



real
000

 uke-Acts

y one

<

Overall theme to show how God has acted in
history to fulfill God’s promises to Israel and
to create a world-wide body of believers—the
church—drawn from both Jews and Gentiles.

Luke --> movement toward Jerusalem
Acts --> movement away from Jerusalem



Luke

Probably Luke, the doctor, Paul’s “dear friend”
mentioned in Colossians 4:14.

In Acts, several passages are 15 person plural
“we...”), identifying the author as a
companion of Paul at these points in his
travels.

So possibly Luke was a Gentile Christian,
writing in the mid-60’s.



General

N
L

nemes of

uke

First and foremost is the central importance of
God’s plan. “ltis necessary...” provides the
overall them of God’s plan....

God’s plan for the salvation of the world. Luke
uses forms of the verb “to save” more than
any other book of the New Testament.



 Luke makes reference to “today” and “now”

Salvation for 25 times!

eve ryo ne... e Salvation and the coming of the Kingdom are
for everyone, and they especially involve role-
tOd ay reversal of earthly status.




Eve
INC

'yone...
uding the

Gentiles

At the beginning of Luke, Jesus’ genealogy is
traced by to Adam (not Abraham, as in
Matthew).

The Gentile centurion is commended for his
faith, the Good Samaritan is the hero...all

leading up to the full inclusion of Gentiles in
Acts.



Eve
incl
low

'yone...
uding the

Yy

In Luke, Jesus is constantly showing concern
for the outcasts of society and interacting
with women, the poor, and sinners.

The Beatitudes in Luke include not just the
“blessed are the poor” but also “woe to you
who are rich”



. . . Several of Luke’s additions include a focus on

DlSCl p | S h | p stewardship: parable of the rich fool, the shrewd
manager, Lazarus and the rich man, Jesus and

d nd mOney Zacchaeus...




Three hymns
at the start of
Luke

Magnificat: scattered the proud, brought
down the powerful from their thrones, lifted
up the lowly, filled the hungry, sent the rich
away empty...

Benedictus: God has remembered the
covenant with Abraham...to give light to those
who sit in darkness...

Nunc Dimittis: a light to enlighten the Gentiles



Seeing from
God’s vantage
point

Luke’s Gospel is aimed at the world of those
who do not belong, be they Jews, Gentiles or
whoever.

From the very first chapter, Luke is out to
qguestion our ideas about where the center of
things lies, so as to question the way we draw
our boundaries.



: The person who is ‘left over’, whose place |

G Od 1S fO un d cannot guarantee, whose welfare | cannot secure,

in the who does not fit, is the person who reminds me
of my own limits; and as | acknowledge the

' incomplete character of my world of reference

conn eCtIO ns and my understanding, | may at least see the

We c3a n’t Mma ke seriousness of the question about the fate of
those not catered for.



God is found
in the
connections
we won't
make

All systems, moral and social, begin with the
sense that my own understanding of my desires
and needs is not the whole story. Yet it seems
that all such systems end up by discounting or
giving up on certain others.



Transcendence
at the trial

“The whole idea of transcendence is somehow
being refashioned as we reflect on Jesus’ trial. For
Luke, the transcendent is bound up not just with
the lonely witness facing failure but also with the
voiceless and powerless of this world.”



The pain of
powerlessness

Another way of putting this is to say that we are
in most danger when we deny our own poverty or
neediness, and that the presence of the
powerless is painful in large part because they
reconnect us with that unwelcome need. They do
not live in the world we like to think we live in,
the world we can organize, so they tell us that our
world is smaller than we thought. At its most
extreme, this perception can lead to violence :
the poor must be eliminated or at the very least
pushed right out of sight, because they make us
uncomfortable.



For Christians it is therefore extraordinarily

The VISI b | | Ity Of important, radically important, to live in a context

where we are not protected from the visibility of

powerlessness the powerless.




Mark’s trial

Mark’s account of the trial makes us think about
the difference of Jesus in terms of God’s
alienation from almost all our language of
meaning, let alone success. In this court, we are
being cross-examined on our readiness to reduce
God to a provider of meaning and usefulness in
the terms with which we are comfortable.



Matthew’s trial probes the degree to which our

Matthew’s religious fluency blocks out the divine Wisdom,
_ and it begins to ask us what we make of those
tria | who are left out or left over by the systems we

inhabit.




Luke’s trial

Luke takes us a step further and challenges us not
only to stand with those left out and left over, but
to find in ourselves the poverty and exclusion we
fear and run away from in others - to find in
ourselves the tax collector in the Temple, the
woman in Simon’s house, and both the sons in
the parable of the prodigal, with their different
kinds of exclusion, guilt or fear.
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