
And on the way Jesus asked his disciples, “Who do 
people say that I am?” And they told him, “John the 
BapƟst, and others say ‘Elijah’, and others, one of the 
prophets.”  
 
And he asked them, “But who do you say that I 
am?”        Mark 8:27b‐29b 

All Saints Lenten Devo ons 2021 Because in Him  

the Flesh is united to the Word  

without magical transformaƟon …. 

 

Because in Him  

the Word is united to the Flesh  

without loss of perfecƟon …. 

 

Because of His visitaƟon,  

we may no longer desire God  

as if He were lacking:  

our redempƟon is no longer  

a quesƟon of pursuit  

but of Surrender  

to Him who is always and everywhere present.  

 

Therefore at every moment  

we pray that, following Him,  

we may depart from our anxiety  

into His peace. 

   W.H. Auden 



THE TRUE VINE 

2 3 

1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2 He 
removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch 
that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3 You have 
already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to 
you. 4 Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot 
bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you 
unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine, you are the branches. 
Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because 
apart from me you can do nothing. 6 Whoever does not abide in 
me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are 
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, 
and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will 
be done for you. 8 My Father is glorified by this, that you bear 
much fruit and become my disciples. 9 As the Father has loved 
me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10 If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my 
Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11 I have said 
these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your 
joy may be complete. 12 “This is my commandment, that you love 
one another as I have loved you. 13 No one has greater love than 
this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends 
if you do what I command you. (John 15:1‐14) 

 

What does it mean to abide in Jesus? 
Where do you find the joy of Jesus in your life? 



THE GOOD SHEPHERD 

4 5 

11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life 
for the sheep. 12 The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and 
does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the 
sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scaƩers 
them. 13 The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does 
not care for the sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd. I know my 
own and my own know me, 15 just as the Father knows me and I 
know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have 
other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them 
also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, 
one shepherd.  (John 10:11‐16) 

 

When is a Ɵme you have felt the hand of Jesus the Good 
Shepherd leading you? ProtecƟng you? 

When you listen deeply, where do you hear the voice of Jesus 
calling you? 

 



THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD 

6 7 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All 
things came into being through him, and without him not one 
thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was 
life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in 
the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  
(John 1:1‐5) 
 

1 We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have 
heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked 
at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—
 2 this life was revealed, and we have seen it and tesƟfy to it, and 
declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was 
revealed to us— 3 we declare to you what we have seen and 
heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our 
fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4 We 
are wriƟng these things so that our joy may be complete. 5 This is 
the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that 
God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that 
we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, 
we lie and do not do what is true; 7 but if we walk in the light as 
he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another.  
(1 John 1:1‐7a) 

 

What does it mean to you to walk in the light? 

Jesus said no one lights a lamp and hides it under a bushel 
basket...What can you do each day to shine the light of God’s 
love on a place of darkness? 
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THE BREAD OF LIFE 

11 

27 Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that 
endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For 
it is on him that God the Father has set his seal.” 28 Then they 
said to him, “What must we do to perform the works of 
God?” 29 Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you 
believe in him whom he has sent.” 30 So they said to him, “What 
sign are you going to give us then, so that we may see it and 
believe you? What work are you performing? 31 Our ancestors 
ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is wriƩen, ‘He gave them 
bread from heaven to eat.’” 32 Then Jesus said to them, “Very 
truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from 
heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from 
heaven. 33 For the bread of God is that which comes down from 
heaven and gives life to the world.” 34 They said to him, “Sir, give 
us this bread always.” 35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of 
life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever 
believes in me will never be thirsty. (John 6:27‐35) 

 

 

What do you hunger and thirst for that is not assuaged by what 
the world offers, and can only be filled by Jesus? 

 



THE WAY THE TRUTH AND THE LIFE 

12 

1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also 
in me. 2 In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it 
were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place 
for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you 
may be also. 4 And you know the way to the place where I am 
going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you 
are going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am 
the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me. 7 If you know me, you will know my Father 
also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”  
(John 14:1‐7) 

 

Jesus said that to know him is to know God, and to see him is to 
see God. What does this mean to you? 

 

 



THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE 

14 

17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in 
the tomb four days. 18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some 
two miles away, 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha 
and Mary to console them about their brother. 20 When Martha 
heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary 
stayed at home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know 
that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 23 Jesus said to 
her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know 
that he will rise again in the resurrecƟon on the last day.” 25 Jesus 
said to her, “I am the resurrecƟon and the life. Those who 
believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26 and everyone 
who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe 
this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the 
Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”   
(John 11:17‐27) 

When have you, like Marth and Mary, sought comfort from 
Jesus in a Ɵme of sorrow?  

 

The icon shown at the leŌ is The Harrowing of Hell. Jesus’ halo 
bears a cross and the Greek leƩers spelling out “He who is, who 
was, and is to come.” Below Christ’s feet are the broken gates of 
Hell with shaƩered lock and key falling into the abyss and Satan 
bound. Jesus’ pulls Adam and Eve (and all humanity) from the 
grave in his work of redempƟon. 

When have you felt Jesus pulling you out and up? 

 


